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At Little Treasures Nursery we recognise that starting nursery and moving between rooms are important transitions for young children and their families. We aim to make these experiences warm, gradual and responsive to the individual child, helping them feel safe, secure, known and confident within their new environment.

We work in partnership with parents/carers and recognise that children settle in different ways and over different timescales. Our approach is guided by the child’s wellbeing, relationships, individual needs and cues rather than expecting every child to follow the same settling pattern.

Getting to know each child and family
Before and during a child’s settling-in period, we invite parents/carers to share information that helps us understand their child as an individual. This may include their routines, interests, communication, development, family experiences, culture, preferences, health and care needs, important relationships and anything else that may be relevant to their experience at nursery.

Parents/carers contribute to our understanding of the child’s starting points, including what they already know, can do and enjoy at home. Practitioners build on this through interaction, observation and professional assessment as they get to know the child.
· Information is shared sensitively with the practitioners who need it to provide consistent care and support.
· Families are encouraged to keep us updated as their child’s routines, needs or circumstances change.
· Where helpful, families may be invited to share family photographs, familiar information or appropriate comfort items that may help their child feel secure and connected to home.

The key person and familiar room team
A key person is allocated to each child, supported by the familiar room team. The key person has particular responsibility for building a relationship with the child and family, understanding the child’s individual needs and helping to coordinate their settling-in experience.

The wider room team works consistently from the information known about the child so that their security, care and relationships are not dependent on one practitioner being present.

Before starting nursery
Families are encouraged to visit the nursery before their child starts so that they can become familiar with the environment, practitioners and routines.
· Settling-in visits are planned around the individual child and family rather than using one fixed approach for every child.
· Parents/carers are invited to stay with their child for the first settling-in experience so that information can be shared, relationships can begin to develop and the child can explore with a familiar adult present.
· Home visits may be offered or arranged where appropriate as part of the child’s individual transition into nursery.
· Where appropriate, parents/carers and practitioners agree how separation will be introduced during subsequent settling visits.
· Relevant nursery information, including the Parent Handbook and key policies/procedures, is made available to families.



During settling in
Practitioners respond sensitively to each child’s cues and do not expect all children to separate from their parent/carer or become comfortable within the nursery at the same pace.
· Children are offered reassurance, responsive care and opportunities to build relationships with familiar practitioners.
· Parents/carers receive appropriate reassurance and updates about how their child is settling, including through Famly where appropriate.
· There is no expectation that a child must settle within a particular number of visits or days.
· Where a child is finding separation particularly difficult, the room team and family will review what they are observing and agree an individual approach. This may include additional settling visits, shorter initial sessions or changes to how separation is managed.
· Settling arrangements are reviewed as the child becomes more secure and confident.

Children with SEND, medical or additional needs
Where a child has SEND, medical, communication, sensory or other additional needs, settling arrangements will be adapted in partnership with parents/carers and relevant professionals where appropriate.

This may include additional visits, a more gradual introduction, environmental or communication adjustments, individual care/support arrangements, specialist equipment or staff information, training and competency requirements before the child starts.

The SENCO and Management Team will be involved where appropriate to help ensure that reasonable adjustments and necessary support are in place.

Outings during the settling period
Children are not automatically excluded from outings simply because they are new to nursery. Practitioners will consider whether the child is sufficiently settled and secure to participate safely and positively, taking account of their individual needs, relationships with practitioners and the nature of the outing or community experience.

Internal transitions between nursery rooms
Moving to a new nursery room is treated as an important transition rather than simply a change of location. The current and receiving room teams work together so that the child’s routines, relationships, communication, development, interests, care needs and any support arrangements are understood before the move.
· Children are given appropriate opportunities to visit and become familiar with their new room and practitioners.
· The pace and pattern of transition visits are responsive to the individual child.
· Parents/carers are kept informed and have opportunities to become familiar with the new room, team and relevant routines.
· Important information, including SEND, medical, allergy, dietary, safeguarding, care and targeted-support information where applicable, is shared appropriately with the receiving team.
· The child’s experience is reviewed during and after the move so that additional support can be provided where needed.

Transition from the Babies room to a 2+ room
Children moving from the Babies room into their next 2+ room, either Butterflies or Cubs, receive planned transition support. Most children move into Butterflies, although the receiving room is determined by the child’s placement and nursery arrangements.


The child’s current and receiving room teams work together to support this process, with oversight from the Management Team where appropriate. This includes helping to ensure that:
· the child and family are prepared for the move
· relevant information is shared between the Babies team and the receiving room
· appropriate familiarisation visits and experiences are arranged
· parents/carers have an opportunity to become familiar with the new room and team
· any individual support, SEND, medical, care or safeguarding arrangements continue across the transition
· the transition is reviewed and any concerns or additional support needs are followed up.
The nursery uses its Babies-to-2+ transition arrangements/checklist to support consistency and ensure important information and actions are not missed.

Room Leader and management responsibilities
· Room Leaders are responsible for ensuring that relevant settling and transition information is understood by practitioners in their room and that agreed arrangements are implemented consistently.
· Room Leaders work with the child’s key person, familiar room team and receiving room to identify and respond to any difficulties.
· The Management Team oversees settling and transition arrangements and becomes involved where additional planning, safeguarding, SEND, medical or other support is required.

Partnership with parents/carers
Parents/carers know their child best and their observations are important throughout settling and transition. We encourage families to tell us what is working, what their child may be finding difficult and about any changes at home or nursery that may affect the child.

We recognise that families’ circumstances differ and will work flexibly and respectfully with parents/carers who cannot remain at nursery for extended periods, while ensuring they receive appropriate information and reassurance about their child.

Related policies, procedures and information
· Admissions Policy
· Parents as Partners Policy
· SEND Policy and SEND Local Offer
· Safeguarding Children and Child Protection Policy
· Collection & Release of Children Procedure
· Caring for Babies and Toddlers Policy
· Outings Policy
· Parent Handbook
· Getting to Know Each Child and Family arrangements
· Babies-to-2+ transition arrangements/checklist.

Policy Review
This policy will be formally reviewed as part of the nursery's scheduled policy review cycle, and sooner where there are changes to legislation or guidance, nursery practice or where an incident, concern or other learning indicates that a review is required.
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